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TOM ’S GREAT ESCAPE FORECAST A NATIONAL MOOD  

Everyone expects a degree of change when they move jobs but even the sagest oracle 
could never have foreseen the events that have overtaken Tom Woods since last 
September. 

Tom decided it was time to switch from a national property agency to join BCM Rural 
Property Specialists based in offices on the outskirts of Sutton Scotney, a village close 
to Winchester. In view of events in the last two months, escaping the city was the best 
thing he could have done! 

At BCM he has taken charge of the residential sales and lettings teams with 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire, and the Isle of Wight under his auspices and 
backed up by strong teams in both disciplines at Sutton Scotney and in new rural 
offices close to Newport on the Isle of Wight. 

Having got a feel for the business, what should have been the Spring rush became the Covid-19 exodus as 
everyone headed home to work and keep an eye on the changing world, which Tom recognises will see more 
people wanting to escape to countryside living, particularly if they have been cooped up in a flat or property with 
little or no garden. 

“Coming from a large corporate to a much smaller firm you do wonder what things will be like, how things will be 
different, but I already knew that BCM is a partnership eager to expand and with great potential,” explained Tom 
when the Hampshire Chronicle caught up with him. 

“We may not be the biggest, but at BCM we are a modern, progressive, and multi-disciplined property agency 
active in every aspect of property sales, lettings, and management. One of the main benefits of this is working 
with people sharing vastly different ideas backed by so much experience. 

“BCM has reinvested heavily in IT, enabling us to work as normal even away from the office and serve all of our 
clients’ needs during this crisis and beyond. The ability to work remotely and be in contact through our main 
office telephone numbers wherever we are is a huge plus for clients, especially during sales which can be 
stressful.  
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“Online meetings, which I think will become more prevalent going forward now that we have learned how easy 
they are, and new marketing techniques like virtual tours as well as spreading the message via social media have 
enabled us to keep our properties live and draw interest from potential buyers or tenants. These are areas where 
we are constantly developing new ideas and we are well positioned to adapt to the ‘new normal’. Indeed, in line 
with the government guidelines that virtual viewings should be done before a physical viewing, having the right 
options in place to service this requirement is imperative.  It is something we have been working hard on and can 
deliver.  

“What of the future, post Covid-19? I have already nailed my card to the post in that I think demand for country 
houses will be strong; buyers and tenants eager to get out of London are already registering. With the recent 
announcement that we can begin with physical viewings again, in a safe and responsible manner, it will be 
interesting to see how the market continues. 

“We have membership of all three principal residential property portals, Rightmove, Onthemarket, and Zoopla, 
plus the specialist UK Land and Farms, so our exposure is incredibly strong. Each has become a favourite for 
different profiles of buyers so it’s important to access all rather than choose two out of the three, which many 
agencies opted for. 

“Our linked database enables buyers to looking right across our patches. The offices themselves are in rural 
locations, which are very easy for our clients to access without venturing into town. I, for one, love being able to 
look across fields when I am having my lunch! 

“We are selling and letting some fabulous properties and are here to guide our clients through these uncertain 
times, ready to really push on once things improve again, which they will. 

“Please do contact me on 01962 763905 or email twoods@bcm.co.uk if you would like to talk to us about your 
sales or lettings plans. We are here to help.” 
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For more information, contact Tom Woods  

Call: +44(0)1962    Email: sales@bcm.co.uk 
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